Script of 'Application'

And this is it. Welcome to a Visage application. It doesn’t look much like a browser and certainly not like character interface. I did warn you that Visage is an application development framework. Up the top we have the standard windows title. This icon can be customised so that the products that you produce carry their own corporate identity or branding. We have our tool bar, our main application display area which is where we intend to interact with our users. If the application has multiple screens, we can navigate to those using this nav bar. If you develop applications for organizations that have perhaps multiple companies, multiple branches, divisions, warehouses, cost centres call them what you will. You can change this logo and the entire colour scheme changes, giving operators a powerful visual cue as to which part of the organization they’re working in. 

The bottom of the screen is an action bar that is populated with buttons appropriate for the screen we are currently displaying and there’s also a general status display area. I’ll show you how that works. If I hover above the company field, you’ll see that I get a standard windows tool tip coming up. Click on the field to give it focus, that’s the same as saying I’m doing an input for this field if you’re coming from a multi-value background. Two things have happened, first, the field carries a red highlight, if you’re a windows purist, you can disable that, but I find it useful if I’m coming back to this screen because its much easier to find a highlight than trying to locate a small flashing ‘I’ beam that shows me where the focus is.

The other thing that’s happened is that our tool-tip is now down here in our status area. As you move from field to field, that will give the operators a single line display of help text to help them along the way. If we come back up to the member number, keep your eye on these buttons. You’ll see the buttons, like the context sensitive help will vary depending in the field you’re in. Add focus to the Member No field for example activates the button. If we activate the search function, we’ll call up another Visage screen. In this case, we’ll look for a family name of ‘Chan’ I use ‘enter’ to move from field to field. Oh that’s right, if you’re a windows person, the idea of using ‘Enter’ to use from field to field is foreign, that’s ok, you can disable that as well. But you have to ask yourself, when Microsoft came out with their own keyboard they still ended up with two enter keys and only one tab key. Trust me, it’s much faster for data entry.

We can navigate through our list of 269 records using a fairly obvious mechanism – select a member we’re after by simply clicking on the highlight, and that information will be returned back to our calling screen. From here, we can navigate back or forward through our database by using the back & forward buttons – not quite the same operations as they have in a browser. You’ll also notice that there’s quite a lot of information here on the screen. If you think that’s a lot, check out this screen. Even from a windows perspective, this is what I would call, a busy screen. But it’s what the ‘customer’ in this case wanted. They had a data entry format that looked exactly like this and because I was using Visage I could deliver exactly what they where after. 

Lets have a look at another form for a moment, a different type of form. Oh, while I’m here, you might notice that this is not a powerful machine. I have 56 mega bytes of RAM, in Intel Celeron processor but because I’m using a thin client, I still have quite a bit of memory free. There are some advantages to this type of technology.

This particular screen will allow me to demonstrate how Visage will let you to reach out and use other windows applications. In this case, I’m going to use Microsoft Excel to produce a report for me. I’m going to do this report from June through to the current date. And if you’re in America, don’t get concerned about this, this is really the way we enter dates here. Depending on the low cal settings for the client, we’ll change the way the dates are displayed. They’ll still get stored on the backend database the same way.

Anyway, once we’ve entered in the date range, we’ll click the list button. This will then go out, query our backend database, extract all the transactions over the date range we’ve nominated, return this to our client, the client will then fire up an excel spreadsheet – a known template. It will then populate that template with the data that has been returned from our D3 database. There are standard routines that will allow you to do this, and if you want you can also transfer any dataset from your multi-valued database out to a blank spreadsheet. But as we watch this go through, you’ll see that it becomes fairly easy to leverage windows based products. Here I have a standard windows Excel template that’s been populated by my multi-valued database Visage is operating as some glue in the middle, in this case I have sales over a range of months broken up by the individual meals that we had, the averages associated with these, there’s also a break up by day of the week and of course because I’m using Excel, I can also do graphs. As you’ll see, Visage can also do graphs natively, but it is nice being able to reach out and being able to do these sorts of things.

The other thing that’s worth notice at this point is that each of these Visage applications I was running appears down in my stand windows task bar, that’s means I can navigate between them using a normal, natural windows mechanism. That’s because Visage doesn’t force you to make design decisions based upon economic considerations like the fact that my client licence costs me. There is no client based licensing associated with Visage. Ok, that’s probably enough for the time being for the applications, lets go have a look at the Visage design environment.

